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Nitrogen-fixing,  fast growing,  and highly digestible forage legume.

The  goa l  b eh i nd  t h e  de ve l opmen t  o f  Abe r Las t i n g  was  t o  
p r oduce  a  h yb r i d  b e tween  wh i t e  c l o ve r  ( Tr i f o l i um  r epens )  
a nd  Caucas i an  c l o ve r  ( Tr i f o l i um  amb i guum)  t h a t  i n c o r po r a t ed  
t h e  de s i r a b l e  t r a i t s  o f  b o t h  s pec i e s .  Wh i t e  c l o ve r  i s  b y  f a r  
t h e  mos t  w i de l y  u sed  t empe r a t e  f o r age  l e gume  i n  g r a zed  
pas t u r e  f o r  we l l - e s t ab l i s hed  r ea sons .  I t  i s  n i t r o gen  f i x i n g ,  
f a s t  g r ow i ng ,  h i g h l y  d i g e s t i b l e  a nd  h i g h  i n  p r o t e i n  b u t  e xh i b i t s  
o n l y  l im i t e d  pe r s i s t e n c y  unde r  mo r e  e x t r eme  env i r o nmen t a l
s t r e s s .  The  c l o se l y  r e l a t e d  Caucas i an  c l o ve r  i s  s upe r f i c i a l l y
s im i l a r,  h a s  s im i l a r  n u t r i t i o na l  c ha r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  wh i t e  c l o ve r
bu t  h a s  much  g r ea t e r  p e r s i s t e n c y  unde r  e x t r eme  cond i t i o n s  o f
s t r e s s .

When  wa t e r  a va i l a b i l i t y  i s  l im i t e d ,  Abe r Las t i n g  i s  a b l e  t o  ma i n t a i n  i t s  l e a f  wa t e r  c on t en t  f o r  f a r
l o nge r  t h an  c onven t i o na l  wh i t e  c l o ve r.  I n  e xpe r imen t s  i n  d r ough t  b i n s ,  Abe r Las t i n g  i s  c apab l e  o f
ma i n t a i n i n g  i t s  l e a f  wa t e r  c on t en t  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  3  weeks  w i t h ou t  wa t e r i n g  c ompa r ed  w i t h  two
weeks  f o r  c onven t i o na l  wh i t e  c l o ve r.  Abe r Las t i n g  ha s  a l s o  s hown  e x ce l l e n t  t o l e r an ce  o f  c o l d
t empe r a t u r e s  and  f r e e z i n g .  I t  i s  a b l e  t o  w i t h s t and  o ve r n i g h t  e xposu r e  t o  t empe r a t u r e s  o f  – 4 °F,
a  t empe r a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  k i l l  o f f  7 0%  o f  e ven  t h e  mos t  c o l d - t o l e r an t  wh i t e  c l o ve r  v a r i e t i e s .

A b e r L a s t i n g c o m p a r e s w e l l w i t h c o mm e r c i a l v a r i e t i e s i n t e r m s o f f o r a g e q u a l i t y, w i t h c o m p a r a b l e 
DMD a n d h i g h e r WS C c o m p o n e n t s . A b e r L a s t i n g ’ s n i t r o g e n f i x a t i o n i s c o m p a r a b l e w i t h t h a t o f
c o mm e r c i a l w h i t e c l o v e r v a t i e t i e s a n d i t s y i e l d a n d r a t e o f e s t a b l i s h m e n t i s m u c h g r e a t e r t h a n 
t h a t o f C a u c a s i a n c l o v e r .

A b e r L a s t i n g a l s o s h o w s e x c e l l e n t t o l e r a n c e o f g r a z i n g . I t r e c o v e r s q u i c k e r f o l l o w i n g h e a v y 
g r a z i n g t h a n c o n v e n t i o n a l v a r i e t i e s a n d a l s o m a i n t a i n s g r o u n d c o v e r p e r c e n t a g e s t o a g r e a t e r e x 
t e n t t h a n v a r i e t i e s o f s i m i l a r l e a f s i z e.
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